
RAUTENSTRAUS TRAVEL ANNOUNCES AN ICONIC GROUP TRAVEL EXPERIENCE 

2026 SOLAR ECLIPSE CRUISE   

14- NIGHTS  *  AUGUST 4 –18, 2026 

SOUTHAMPTON, ENGLAND TO NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK  

ABOARD CUNARD CRUISES’ LEGENDARY QUEEN MARY 2 (QM2) OCEAN LINER 

HOSTED BY DR. MICHELLE MEDRANO AND DR. RAS SMITH 

 

OVERVIEW:  The grand dame herself, Queen Mary 2 (QM2), will embark from Southampton, England on an unforgettable 

14-night voyage through Norway and Iceland, August 4-18, 2026 providing Rautenstraus Travel group members the rare 

opportunity to witness a purported full Solar Eclipse in the port of Reykjavik, Iceland on the evening of August 12. Viewing the 

eclipse from Iceland will offer a unique, immersive experience, as the country’s dramatic landscapes will provide a striking 

backdrop to this inspiring event. This memorable journey will include visits to the picturesque towns of Zeebrugge (Bruge), 

Belgium; Olden and Skjolden, Norway; and Isafjordur, Iceland, before disembarking in New York City. Group members will be 

treated to the serene beauty of the tranquil fjords, thundering waterfalls, and breathtaking scenery across the North Sea and 

Atlantic Ocean, as well as seven amazing days at sea interspersed throughout the itinerary – sumptuous time for reading, 

cinema movies, games, room service, dazzling entertainment, engaging seminars, nurturing spa treatments, dance classes, high 

tea, ocean gazing and more!  Group leaders Dr. Michelle Medrano and Dr. Ras Smith, along with their spouses, 

Practitioners Ken Crismon and Tina Smith, will offer seminars at sea with spiritual insights, and group members will 

receive a connecting “Who’s Who” directory of group members – all in the joy of expanding one’s circle of friends. 

ABOUT THE QM2:  The QM2 is a luxury cruise ship; the flagship of historic Cunard Line.  QM2 is known for its space, 

elegant staterooms/suites, and varied dining options.  It also has a luxury spa, library and outstanding entertainment.  QM2 is the 

only passenger ship that regularly crosses the Atlantic Ocean and is one of the largest ocean liners ever built (1,132 ft. long; 23 

stories tall; 14 decks), featuring 1,353 staterooms – 73% of which have private balconies.  QM2 has 8-9 restaurants and bars 

(some with a seating charge), including the Britannia Restaurant which spans two decks and has a grand staircase; and a 

gastropub called the Golden Lion, which serves ale brewed exclusively for Cunard.  Ship life includes 3-4 Gala Evenings with 

themes, e.g. Black and White/Masquerade/Roaring ‘20s.  Some guests dress up in tuxedos and ball gowns for these events.  

WHAT TO IMMEDIATELY KNOW:  A U.S. passport, valid six months beyond travel, is required.  Pricing is based on 

double occupancy, each paying the double rate.   The single occupancy rate is 175% of the double rate.  Beds can be 

configured for one big bed or two twin beds.  Because the 2026 Solar Eclipse happens during this itinerary, it is considered 

an event cruise and certain stateroom categories are already fully booked.  Current availability ranges from inside 

staterooms (value-priced, no water view); ocean view (fixed large window); sheltered balcony (stateroom plus walk-out balcony 

that has two chairs and a small table, and obstructed-view metal railings); and luxurious Grill suites offering bonus amenities, 

including a private dining room.  Stateroom price does not include a $250 pp program and materials fee; airfare (TBD 

closer to sailing), shore excursions and trip insurance (highly recommended). 

TO BOOK: Phone/Text Kent and Kathleen Rautenstraus, 303-523-7162, or email 

RautenstrausTravel@comcast.net.                                                                                                                            

mailto:RautenstrausTravel@comcast.net


                    Don’t let this special travel opportunity eclipse you!            UPDATED 1/7/25 


